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Abstract

Recent changes in family structure, such as the increase in old-aged people, in Korean rural areas have
forced to change the role of famales. This phenomenon has been mainly due to the rapid migration from
rural to urban areas in parallel with the industrialization of Korea since 1962. Traditionally, the role of
famales in rural areas was closely related with ordinary works of housewives ; that is, childbearing,
fostering babies and miscellaneous houseworks, etc. The situation, however, is drastically changing now-
adays and the role of feamales in rural areas should be reconsidered.

Their desirable role in the time of modernization of agricultural sector may be summarized in the fol-
lowing respects : First, the range of housewives work in the rural areas is necessary to expand. Since they
should engaged in not only the ordinary houseworks, but also the fieldworks due to the shortage of labor
forces or sideworks due to the low income and the increase in liabilities.

Second, the females in rural areas are necessary to be specialists in order to assist males. Since our
agricultural production should be modernized not only to have a competition power with the imported
agricultural products, but also to overcome the various problems caused by the import liberalization of
agricultural products according to the UR Nagotiation. In this respect, the females should try to enhance
their abilities in operating the agricultural equipments, and to be specialists in accordance with the trans-
formation of agricultural production structure.

Third, the increase in housewives rationalty on the consumption expenditure is required to decrease the
rapid growth of farm household liabilities. Since it is mainly caused by the irrational consumption and in-
vestment and housewives have great influence on the consumption.

Lastly, farm housewives may be contributed not to migrate from rural to urban areas without any clear
vision. According to the result of recent survey mentioned in the study, it indicates that housewives have

a great influence on the various decision-making process of the farm household.
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Al & 6997 | 12953 | 21,434 | 32,298 | 37,750
(280) | (412 | (573) | (744 | ( 80.6)
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q = 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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65+ 32 | 41 50 6.5
W R 1000 | 1000 100.0 100.0
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