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Industrialization and Change Factors of Rural Society in Korea
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Dept. of Agri. Education, Kon-Kuk Univ., Seoul 133-701, Korea.

Abstract

The present study addresses to one of the central issues of rural developmental process, naimly that of
the developmental direction or motive power which best serves the ends of agrarian development and
modernization. One of main concern of this study was to examine the effects of industrialization which
sustained for the last two decades in Korea to rural sectors. The magnitude of socio-economic and value
changes in each of the target village were examined and analyzed in a comparative perspectives.

Sunlinchon, Unkyoree, and Mukhyunree were selected as target villages all of which possess distinctive
characteristics in many aspects especially from the points of settlement background, geographical
situations, villagers’ characteristics, and developmental directions, i. e, from above and from below. In
adition to literature review, questionnaire surveys, field observations, and interviews were conducted to
answer the research questions.

The findings revealed an intimate inter-relationship between rural community and urbanization in the
process of revolutionary industrialization. To some extent, thep atterns of and magnitude of changes in
sample villages during the last two decades were not differ greatly from that of overall Korean rural
sectors’ changes--generally negative socio-economic and value changes. Of prime importance of the
findings,
however, lies in the fact that there exist some of differences in changes among the target villages. Based
on the findings, five suggestions are provided in conjunction with agricultural and rural developmental
approaches and policies.
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