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Abstract

Many farmers have given up farming and left their villages moving to the cities. One of some conspicuous
results is the increased number of closed elementary schools in the rural areas. The Ministry of Education main-
tains most of them expecting U-turn, or return, of the farmers in the future. But the unused facilities are decaying
rapidly and it costs much to maintain. On the other hand, local people hopes the closed schools be developed some-
how to help the depressed rural society. I suggest that the closed schools should be rehabilitated as tourist farms.
This will minimize school facilities maintenance burdens and help many local farmers enter the tourist farm busi-
ness as they may rent the building quite cheap.

The local government, the agricultural cooperative, and the local farmers should jointly take part in the develop-
ment and management processes. The school rooms may be rehabilitated as lodge, farm market, restaurant, and
guest rooms. Former teacher’s room may be kept and used by the alumni association. Playing field may house vari-
ous sports and recreational facilities. Private farmlands adjacent to the school may be leased out by 5 pyung units
to those who wish to engage in farming. Visitors and participants are to be scouted from large urban apartment
complexes and kindergartens. Various educational and cultural programs and events are recommended to be provid-
ed. Some legal adjustments are necessary to make it possible that the public school facilities are leased by private

organizations for comercial uses.
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